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r. a. gray  Tallahassee  July  II  1938. 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE 


Mrs.  P.  N.  K|ng, 

Supervisor  of  Registration, 

Willis ton,  Fla, 

Dear  Mrs.  King; 

This  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  6th  instant  with  reference  to  the  registration  of  Mr. 

G.  P.  Graham.  Replying  to  this  inquiry  I  am  eclosing  herewith 
copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  general  on  this  subject 
which  I  trust  will  make  the  matter  clear  to  you. 

Assuring  you  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  of 
service  to  you  here,  I  am, 
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Respectfully  yours, 
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yvAju/i 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Chapter  16987 

State  ex  rel  Gandy  vs.  Page 
_ Florida,  169  So.  894. 


"Chapter  16987,  Acts  of  1999,  in  terms  authorizes 
the  act  of  registration  to  be  performed  outside 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of 
Florida,  and  therefore  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
state  to  enforce  against  the  registrant  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  that  are  required  to  be  passed 
by  the  Legislature  under  section  9  of  article  6 
and  under  section  26  of  article  9  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  to  protect  the  "purity"  of  the  ballot. 

Under  that  act  person  s  outside  the  constitutional 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  Florida  to  sanction 
oaths  and  to  enforce  its  criminal  laws  relating 
to  the  act  of  registration  are  permitted  to  per¬ 
form  the  act  of  registration  as  an  ’elector5  which 
is  a  sovereign  act,  absent  the  contemplated  super¬ 
vision  of  the  state’s  registration  officers.***" 

****Moreover ,  the  act  of  registration  is  a  sover¬ 
eign  act  because  it  is  the  citizen’s  initial  step 
in  the  process  of  acquiring  the  right  to  vote,  as 
well  as  the  elector’s  first  step  in  the  act  of 
voting,  regardless  of  whether  the  voting  be  done 
at  primary  elections  or  general  elections®" 

"Registration  of  electors  therefore  being  a 
sovereign  act  contemplated  to  be  performed  in 
the  acquirement  of  an  official  state  status , 
namely,  that  of  a  "qualified  elector"  under  the 
Constitution  of  Florida,  must  be  performed  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  state  and  cannot  be 
authorized  to  b  e  performed  outside  the  state  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  enforcement  of  its  laws  required 
by  its  Constitution  to  be  passed  in  nirder  to  secure 
the  citizens  in  their  constitutional  right  to  an 
undefiled  suffrage .****" 

Under  the  foregoing  decision  it  appears  that 
no  absentee  registration  for  elections  would  be 
valid  under  the  Constitution,  and  no  bill  drafted 
for  such  purpose  would  be  effective  when  passed. 

I  fully  appreciate  the  position  of  Florida 
government  workers  in  Washington  and  regret  that 
there  seem  to  be  nothing  that  can  be  dohe  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  of  personal  registration  in  the  State. 

Yours  very  truly, 


(Signed)  CARY  D.  LANDIS, 

Attorney  General. 
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that  I  am  twenty-one  yfiars  of  age,  and  have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  twelve  months,  and  of  this  County  for 
qualified  to  vote  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of'Florida. 
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OATH 

I,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  say, 
upon  Oath,  that  the  statements  here 
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that  I  am  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  twelve  months,  and  of  this  County  for 
qualified  to  vote  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida. 
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that  I  am  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  twelve  months,  and  of  this  County  for 
qualified  to  vote  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida. 
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Declaration 
of  Naturalization 


RESIDENCE 


O 

A 

0) 


OATH 

I,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  say, 
upon  Oath,  that  the  statements  here 
entered  opposite  my  name  as  to 
qualifications  as  an  Elector,  are  true. 

SIGNATURE  OF  ELECTOR 


SIGNATURE  OF 
SUPERVISOR  OR  DEPUTY 


REMARKS 


4 


OFFICIAL  REGISTER  OF  ELECTORS  FOR 


OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  EACH  PERSON 


I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Florida; 
_  _  _ six  months ;  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  I  am 


<D 

a 

55 


Date 


SURNAME  AND  GIVEN  NAME 


/ 

z 

3 

V 

4 

7 

s 

9 


/Z) 

‘^0\ASKlzJl/9Jc 

// 

/9l 

93 

Mot  (£<?C  - 

u 


Ul 


1-1  C$ 

03  S 

P-i  qa 

◄ 


Cl  ' 


J 


a, 


QqoC  _ 

~Mu)  Wt 


u  /  / 


POLL  TAX 


> 


Year 


Year  Year 


Year 


OCCUPATION 


M 

<i 


O 


\6>S 

yf 


/t 


/* 


a  7 

4% 

\y# 

r 

4? 

wi 

u 

la  ic 


9f 


NATIVITY 


M 


PRECINCT, _ 


BEFORE  BEING  REGISTERED 


COUNTY,  FLORIDA 
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qualified  to  vote  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida. 
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